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ESTATE OF NORA B. KENNEDY, DECEASED, AND MRS. 
ANN R. NORTON 


OCTOBER 1, 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
) = the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 3430] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3430) for the relief of the estate of Nora B. Kennedy, deceased, 
and Mrs. Ann R. Norton, having considered the same, reports favor- 
ably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do 
pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this bill is to pay the sum of $5,000 to the estate of 
Nora B. Kennedy, late of South Boston, Mass., and to pay the sum 
of $1,500 to Mrs. Ann R. Norton, of South Boston, Mass., in full 
settlement of all claims against the United States of the said Kennedy 
estate for the death of the deceased, and for personal injuries and 
expenses incident thereto sustained by the said Mrs. Norton, all of 
which resulted from an accident in which they were struck by a 
United States Army vehicle on December 31, 1944, while they were 
crossing D Street near the intersection of Third Street in South Boston, 


Mass. 


STATEMENT 


On December 31, 1944, at about 6:55 a. m., Mrs. Nora Kennedy and 
her sister Mrs. Ann R. Norton, aged 63 and 68 respectively, were cross- 
ing D Street near its intersection with Third Street in South Boston, 
Mass. The streets were icy and according to statements previously 
made by eye witnesses it was dark, but the streets were well lighted. 
It has been fairly well established that the ladies left the curb when 
the Army vehicle was approximately 125 feet distant, and that the 
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driver of the vehicle failed to see them until he was somewhat nearer 
at which time he applied his brakes but failed to use the horn. Due to 
the icy condition of the streets, application of the brakes caused the 
vehicle to skid, and an affidavit of a policeman states that the skid 
marks measured 20 feet. The vehicle struck both the ladies and 
knocked them to the ground and it had to be lifted from Mrs. Kennedy 
who was taken to a hospital where she died on January 4, 1945, as a 
result of injuries she received in this accident. Mrs. Norton was 
taken to her home after the accident and was examined on the same 
day by a physician and his report stated that the patient suffered 
multiple contusions and abrasions to the left side of head, left shoulder, 
left elbow, both hips, and the right thigh, and severe subjective pain 
in the area of the sixth, seventh and eighth rib curvatures of the right 
side. On April 19, 1945, Mrs. Norton was examined by an Army 
medical officer and it was disclosed that she had suffered fractures of 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth ribs on the right side. 

In a report dated June 1, 1951, the Department of the Army stated 
that the accident and the resulting death of Mrs. Kennedy and 
personal injuries sustained by Mrs. Norton were not caused by any 
fault or negligence on their part but were caused solely by the negli- 
gence of the Army driver in driving the Army vehicle in a careless 
manner at an excessive rate of speed on the icy streets. 

In view of the foregoing and the additional evidence contained in 
4 files the committee recommends favorable consideration of this 

ill. 

House Report No. 623, accompanying this bill, need not be reprinted 

here, but is incorporated herein by reference. 
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